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I Deputy Attorney General Kotzoclmch cailed'TT'lTaO p.«i 

lie said In sotte wanner tLe appointment of Olney had been blocked 
and former a^licitor General L*,-e Rankin was being considered for* 
the position of Counsel for the President's Coiunisslon. -- He wanted, 
to lcnoTV wliat 1 thought of tonkin. I told hie that Assistant Attorney 
General Hiller had called and ashed for a name check on Rankin, we 
are chec< in? files nnd will furnish the results to the Department. ' *' 
f * - ; '' •* -vr :• 

^•*'1' Or* l'atzoubach arid that CIA and State Department bad‘*v£v, •' 

■ i4 *; li looked at out report and rere satisfied ard thnt Secret Service'^-? 1 
II 1 * cor, *“t! ov « r look at It. Thereafter, ho will call me so that-^V. 

1 we enn Ijofs thd benefit of any observation? be has. I told' trim we .V?- 
fare ready to cone over ct any time. 

*j.v . ■' ' 

i l>r. I.ati.enbncli nrid he has been In touch with Sorensen at 

the Kbltc House with the thought In mind that rather than have the/- - f 
report go over to the liusldent, the Prorldent could Instruct the'- , ' 

Department to deliver It to the 1 resident’s Ca mission. This would , 
keep It out o r the ffhlte House' mtil the Comnlssion had gone over 
It. I made no comuent as to this lujt did tell Katzenbach that we 
fejlt it vn3. very undesirable for the Department to make any statement 
c tj» er . t,, * n the fqct It hns transmitted the report to the President. 

1 v i Katzenbach said that one other thing occurred to hiaT'jM'^’ *• 

^u! reading the report relative to the allegation that Oswald had'-; 
e|f>t at Geijorol Krll:<?r.- If the Delias Police knew about this priori 
to tlie a?e,|?sln»tloii and had Oswald as n suspect in the Valker * JU 
sJtootinj its could plnce * different aspect on this case. I told 
Katzenbach that my recollection wne that the Dallas police had thAI 
rifle slug but had no identity of the sniper and did not have Oswald 
ne a suspect. Ho are checking this out to be :mre.‘ ^^. , - i - . 



Katzenbach ashed if we would have additional copies of the 



>■*•><• Iropert for the Corjnit olou. I told bin to would have additional 
Icopics of- the report but would wait out 11 the Commission asked 
jfoh 
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■tiff ■" On the morning of 12/4/63 I called Mr. Katzenbach '$V *\' 
ano advised him that we see no real reason for us to have anyone 
at the moetlng of the commission on Thursday morning; that there 
ia nothing that we can contribute at this time. I pointed out , ' • 
that vre were working on the investigation and the report, and "■ 
will submit it to the Department as soon as possible, and until 
time we are not saying anything. . - . - j,, • 

f Katzenbach said he felt this puts him in a rather ” 

peculiar position and at least ho would liko to have someone ' .. .. . 
come down before the Thursday morning meeting and brief him as 
tp what we are doing, so that he could be in a position to - 
answer questions. 1 told him that this was undoslrable; that If ‘ 
the question is raised as to what the FBI is doing, there is 
Very simple answer, namely that wo are pressing the investigation ’ 
and the writing of the report; that this is our major goa'l and 
Until this is completed there is nothing we can contribute. X 

pointed out that there is no question of any reluctance on the 

part of the FBI, as we are bending every effort to produce the 
information the commission will need. 

W* "pVheiative to the second point, about the Texas board of 
I iwjuiryV I told Mr. Katzenbach that the Director feels it would 



bt very unwise for this board to conduct an inquiry now; that 
$hey. would bave to use our ovldcnco, and this evidence is being 
t pnde available first to the President's commission; therefore, 

';tbe two inquiries would be at cross purposes. Katzenbach was 

in full agreement and said his problem is one of convincing. 

the commission .of this. tw i . . . . ■ 

kk 

Katzenbach said that he had been talking to Chief Justice 
I Warren, and Warren had Indicated to him that^the chief counsel 
^*|for the 'President's commission will be WarreaN.01ney. Katzenbach. 
(thought that this would be most undesirable. Katzenbach said that, 
(AW we probably know, Chiof Justice Yfarren thinks that Olney can 
do no wrong, and ho (the Chief Justice) had made the point that 
Qlney is conversant with the FBI's procedures and thus would be 
operating in a familiar fiold. Katzenbach said if we bave any 
Ideas as to bow Olney can be blocked as chiof counsel, be would 
\ like to have thorn. I told him that, as far as I was concerned, 
\pinoy was an undesirable choico, and if wo bad any thoughts we «... 
jroqld get then to him. ° . 

. * - : v 
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